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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-6,9, 11-13, 15-1 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Panagiotou. Panagiotou discloses a light housing 12 for at least partially 
shielding a light source 24 from a viewer, comprising: a shield having a rear wall (as 
broadly claimed any side of the housing can be defined as "a rear wall" since "rear" can 
be any direction, thus the examiner properly construes the part of the housing shown 
near detail 13 in figure 3 as a rear wall) located between the light source and the 
viewer; wherein the rear wall has a top edge (19) and a bottom edge (20), and is formed 
to partially enclose the light source; and at least one attachment arm (pole attachment 
in figure 1) for attaching the shield to a fixed object. 

Regarding claim 2, the shield is free of permanent attachment to the light source. 
Regarding claim 3, the rear wall has a semi-circular shape. 
Regarding claim 4, the shield further comprises at least one sidewall 14. 
Regarding claim 5, the shield comprising two sidewalls 14, wherein the two 
sidewalls are curved and the rear wall has a semi-circular shape. 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,425 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2875 

Regarding claim 6, the curved sidewalls extend from the semi-circular rear wall at 
substantially the same radius as the semi-circular rear wall so that the two curved 
sidewalls are contiguous with the semi-circular rear wall and together form a uniform 
semi-circular shape. 

Regarding claim 9, the shield further comprises a top that is attached to the top 
edge and at least partially covers that portion of the shield, which encloses the light 
source. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the attachment arm is attached to the shield at the bottom 
edge of the rear wall. 

Regarding claim 12 the attachment arm is a unitary construction contiguous with 
the shield (regarding the limitation of "injection molding", applicant is reminded that 
disclosure of only a method of making the invention and the function may not be 
sufficient to support a product claim other than a product-by-process claim). Thus, 
since Panagiotou shows an attachment arm unitary with shield, the prior art reference of 
Panagiotou meets this claim. 

Regarding claim 13, the attachment arm comprises one or more devices 
selected from the group consisting of glue, screws, clamps, staples, nails, stakes, 
screws, clamps, tie downs. Velcro@, tape, wire ties, buttons, snaps, weights, hooks, 
metal rods, or magnetic attachments. 

Regarding claim 15, the attachment arm is made from a material selected from 
the group consisting of steel, stainless steel, aluminum alloys, iron alloys, thermoplastic 
polymers, thermoset polymers, and cellulosic materials. 
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Regarding claim 16, the rear wall is constructed from a material selected from the 

group consisting of metal, plastic, composite material, and cellulosic material. 

Regarding claim 17, the rear wall 13 comprises a reflective material. 

Regarding claim 18, the rear wall comprises louvers 40. 

Regarding claim 20, Panagiotou discloses a method for at least partially 
shielding a light source from a viewer comprising providing a shield having a rear wall 
located between the light source and the viewer, wherein the rear wall has a top edge 
and a bottom edge, and is formed to partially enclose the light source, an optional top 
that is attached to the top edge and at least partially covers that portion of the shield 
which encloses the light source, and at least one attachment arm. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-9, 11-13, 15-16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kira. Kira discloses a light housing 10 for at least partially shielding a 
light source 42 from a viewer, comprising: a shield having a rear wall (as broadly 
claimed any side of the housing can be defined as "a rear wall" since "rear" can be any 
direction, thus the examiner properly construes the part of the housing shown near 
detail 18 in figure 1 as a rear wall) located between the light source and the viewer 
(wherein the rear wall has a top edge (extending to front of light near lens 16) and a 
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bottom edge (12), and is formed to partially enclose the light source; and at least one 
attachment arm 26 for attaching the shield to a fixed object. 

Regarding claim 2, the shield is free of permanent attachment to the light 
source. 

Regarding claim 3, the rear wall has a semi-circular shape. 

Regarding claim 4, the shield further comprises at least one sidewall 14. 

Regarding claim 5, the shield comprising two sidewalls 14, wherein the two 
sidewalls are curved and the rear wall has a semi-circular shape. 

Regarding claim 6, the curved sidewalls extend from the semi-circular rear wall at 
substantially the same radius as the semi-circular rear wall so that the two curved 
sidewalls are contiguous with the semi-circular rear wall and together form a uniform 
semi-circular shape. 

Regarding claim 7, the shield further comprises an aperture 15 in the rear wall. 

Regarding claim 8, the aperture is an arch-shaped opening that is contiguous 
with the bottom edge of the rear wall. 

Regarding claim 9, the shield further comprises a top 13 that is attached to the 
top edge 16 and at least partially covers that portion of the shield, which encloses the 
light source. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the attachment arm is attached to the shield at the bottom 
edge of the rear wall. 

Regarding claim 12 the attachment arm is a unitary construction contiguous with 
the shield (regarding the limitation of "injection molding", applicant.is reminded that 
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disclosure of only a method of making the invention and the function may not be 
sufficient to support a product claim other than a product-by-process claim). Thus, 
since Kira shows attachment arm unitary with shield, the prior art reference of Kira 

meets this claim. 

Regarding claim 13, the attachment arm comprises one or more devices 
selected from the group consisting of glue, screws, clamps, staples, nails, stakes, 
screws, clamps, tie downs, Velcro@, tape, wire ties, buttons, snaps, weights, hooks, 
metal rods, or magnetic attachments. 

Regarding claim 15, the attachment arm is made from a material selected from 
the group consisting of steel, stainless steel, aluminum alloys, iron alloys, thermoplastic 
polymers, thermoset polymers, and cellulosic materials. 

Regarding claim 16, the rear wall is constructed from a material selected from the 

group consisting of metal, plastic, composite material, and cellulosic material. 

Regarding claim 20, Kira discloses a method for at least partially shielding a light 
source from a viewer comprising providing a shield having a rear wall located between 
the light source and the viewer, wherein the rear wall has a top edge and a bottom 
edge, and is formed to partially enclose the light source, an optional top that is attached 
to the top edge and at least partially covers that portion of the shield which encloses the 
light source, and at least one attachment arm. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U,S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kira in 
view of Chung '828. Kira discloses the claimed invention except for the teaching of a 
stake member attachment device. Chung '828 teaches a stake attachment member for 
quickly fixing the light fixture outdoors. Kira teaches an attachment member 26 for a 
light fixture used outdoors. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to substitute the stake attachment member of Chung '828 
for the attachment member of Kira in order to quickly insert the light fixture of Kira in the 
ground or another fixed object. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Beadle, Waters'273 and Gordin disclose light fixtures which are 
similar to applicant's invention. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claim 19 is allowed. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Beadle, Waters'273 and Gordin disclose light fixtures which are 
similar to applicant's invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



11. Claim 19 is allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas M. Sember whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2381 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 A.M- 5.30 p.m. first 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 703-305-4939. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic ^ 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thomas IVTSember 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 




